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MAGOR  & ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1954. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Magor  and  St.  Mellons  Rural  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon  general  con- 
ditions of  the  Public  Health  for  the  year  for  the  Rural  District 
of  Magor  and  St.  Mellons. 

The  report  is  drawn  up  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular 
1/54  (Wales) . 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Population  estimated  for  1954  . 

• • • ■ • 

13,710 

Area  (consisting  of  26  parishes) 

43,442  acres 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

• • . . . 

4,059 

Rateable  Values 

£86,375 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  was: — 

M.  F. 

£342 

Total 

Total  Births 

122  98 

220 

Legitimate 

120  94 

214 

Illegitimate 

2 4 

6 

Total  Still  Births... 

4 5 

9 

Legitimate 

4 5 

9 

Illegitimate 

— — 

— 
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The  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  population  for  I 954  was  1 5.9 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  population  for 

1954  was  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o.65 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1954  was  ...  15.2 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1954  was  0.37 
The  Birth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  for  1954  was  ...16,26 
The  Still  Birth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  for  1954  was...  0.47 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

The  number  of  deaths  6 (M.  3)  (F.  3)  giving  a 

rate  of  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  27.3 

The  Rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  25.5 

The  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  was  ...  ...  39.6 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  Nil 


Ages  of  Children  at  death  under  1 year: 

Under  I week 

1 —  2 weeks 

2 —  3 weeks 

3 —  4 weeks 


3 

1 

Nil 

Nil 


Total  under  I month  4 


2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Total  under  one  year  6 


1 — 3 months 
3 — 6 months 
6 — 9 months 
9 — 1 2 months 


DEATH  RATE. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  ...  153 

(M.  99,  F.  54)  giving  a Death  Rate  of  I 0.6  per  1 ,000. 
The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  ...  ...  1 1.3 

The  Death  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  was  ...  ...  11.6 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

In  the  following  table  deaths  are  classified  under  the  36 
headings  based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International 
Statistical  Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of 
Death,  1948. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  Diseases 

Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infection 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

Measles  • 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  & Lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes  

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  diseases  

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

Congenital  malformations  

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents  

Suicide  

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

All  causes 


M. 

F 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 



Nil 

Nil 



Nil 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

...... 

Nil 

Nil 



Nil 

Nil 



Nil 

Nil 



5 

2 

...... 

3 

1 



Nil. 

3 



Nil 

3 



11 

4 



Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 



12 

9 



24 

0 

— 

2 

1 

— 

12 

6 

— 

2 

1 

Nil 

2 



3 

Nil 

— 

5 

1 

_ 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Nil 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

1 

1 

— 

9 

6 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Nil 

1 

— 

3 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

Totals  99 

54 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  two  Sanitary  Inspectors 
(whole-time  Officers). 

A contribution  of  one-half  of  the  salaries  is  paid  by  the 
Monmouthshire  County  Council. 


HOSPITAL  HEALTH  SERVICES,  ETC. 

Since  5th  July,  1947,  these  are  administered  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE,  ETC. 

The  Monmouthshire  County  Council  as  Local  Health 
Authority  are  responsible  for  the  arrangements  and  Admin- 
istration of  the  Services  under  Part  111  of  the  Act. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  these  Services: 

( 1 ) Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(2)  Midwifery  Services. 

(3)  Health  Visiting. 

(4)  Home  Nursing. 

(5)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

(6)  Ambulance  Services. 

(7)  Prevention  of  illness  Care  and  After-Care. 

(8)  Domestic  Help. 

(9)  Duties  under  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment 
Act  and  Mental  Deficiency  Act. 


MIDWIVES. 

There  is  one  full-time  Midwife  and  three  District  Nurse/ 
Midwives  practicing  within  the  area. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supplies. 

There  were  no  main  extensions  carried  out  during  the 

year. 


The  Tredegar  Estate  Private  Supply  to  the  village  area 
of  Lower  Machen  again  showed  considerable  fluctuation  in 
quality  throughout  the  year  and  it  is  quite  obvious  that  little 
can  reasonably  be  done  to  prevent  this  fluctuation. 

The  Council  has,  however,  considered  the  possibility  of 
taking  a bulk  supply  of  treated  waters  from  a neighbouring 
authority  in  substitution  for  the  existing  unsatisfactory  supply. 

During  the  year  frequent  complaints  of  discolouration 
due  to  rust  deposits  were  received  from  the  occupants  of 
Church  Crescent,  Coedkernew,  which  is  served  by  the  Tre- 
degar Estate  Private  Supply  from  Cefn  Llogell. 

Whilst  most  of  the  Council  s area  is  adequately  served 
with  piped  supplies  the  following  “ pockets  ” remain  without 
a sufficient  and  generally  wholesome  supply : Coedycaerau 
area  of  Langstone — 1 1 dwellings;  Mynydd  Allt  Tir  Vach  area 
of  Llanvaches — 29  dwellings;  and  the  Craig-y-Ceiliog  area  of 
Bettws — -7  dwellings.  Most  of  these  dwellings  are  dependent 
on  “ springs  or  wells  ” the  water  from  which  is  of  variable 
quantity  and  quality,  whilst  in  a few  cases  rain  water  storage 
tanks  are  utilised. 

The  piped  supplies  of  water  in  this  Rural  District  from 
waterworks  are  “ constant  ” a*nd  not  intermittent  and  are  not 
liable  to  plumbo-solvency  action. 

Further  details  of  water  supplies  and  the  results  of 
samples  submitted  for  Bacteriological  examination  are  in- 
cluded in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Full  particulars  concerning  each  parish  within  the  District 
are  given  in  the  following  tables: — 
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PARTICULARS  OF  PIPED  WATER  SUPPLIES 
IN  EACH  PARISH. 

A.  By  Local  Authority  or  Statutory  Water  Undertakers. 


N 

umber  of 

Number 

Estimated 

Approximate 

PARISH  Dwelling 

Houses 

Supplied 

Population 

Population 

Served 

Rogerstone 

1467 

1456 

4953 

4916 

Graig 

483 

440 

1631 

1,4  86 

Marshfield  ... 

237 

220 

801 

743 

St.  Mellons 

284 

266 

960 

899 

St.  Brides  W. 

51 

50 

172 

167 

Peterstone  W. 

48 

47 

162 

159 

Henllys 

94 

72 

319 

244 

Bettws 

44 

31 

149 

105 

Michaelstone-y-Vedw 

59 

41 

199 

1 38 

Langstone 

266 

248 

899 

839 

Llanwern 

84 

81 

2 84 

274 

Bishton 

81 

77 

273 

2 61 

Kemeys  Inferior 

43 

25 

145 

84 

Llanmartin 

63 

58 

203 

196 

Llandavenny 

10 

9 

34 

30 

Nash 

83 

81 

280 

273 

Goldcliffe 

59 

54 

200 

183 

Whitson 

19 

17 

64 

58 

Redwick 

58 

56 

196 

189 

Penhow 

80 

57 

2 70 

192 

Wilcrick 

5 

5 

17 

17 

Magor 

181 

179 

611 

604 

Llanvaches 

68 

30 

23  0 

101 

Duffryn 

99 

42 

334 

142 

Lower  Machen 

36 

4 

122 

14 

Coedkernew 

67 

20 

192 

68 

B.  By  Estate  Private  Reservoirs. 


Graig  Given  abot"e 

13 

Given  above 

44 

Marshfield 

5 

17 

Michaelstone-y-Vedw  ,, 

2 

7 

Duffryn  ,, 

44 

149 

St.  Mellons  ,, 

1 1 

37 

Lower  Machen  ,, 

20 

68 

Coedkernew  ,, 

36 

122 

Totals  ...  4,059 

3,797 

13,710 

12.826 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  were  no  important  alterations  or  additions  made 
during  the  year. 

A Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  Inspector 
visited  Langstone  and  Magor  in  connection  with  the  Council’s 
proposed  Sewerage  Scheme  for  these  Parishes. 

Demands  upon  the  Council’s  Cesspool  Emptying  Service 
continue  to  increase,  6 1 2 cesspools  within  the  area  being 
cleansed  when  required  in  addition  to  the  desludging  of  small 
sewage  disposal  plants  and  septic  tanks.  If  this  trend  con- 
tinues it  might  well  be  necessary  for  the  Council  to  augment 
the  existing  service  in  the  near  future.  Disposal  of  the  contents, 
too,  occasioned  much  difficulty  and  in  this  connection  I would 
strongly  advocate  that  the  contents  of  cesspools  be  emptied 
into  sewers  by  arrangement  with  Sewerage  Authorities. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  47 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  Nil 

(iii)  By  other  Bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  47 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year: 

( I ) (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...479 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  56  1 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included 

under  subhead  ( I ) above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  171 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  268 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  45 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  226 

2- — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  ser- 
vice of  Formal  Notice: 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers 
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3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

( I ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  Notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
Notices: 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  Owners  ...  ...  Nil 

• i 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  Notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  23 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  Notices: 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  23 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  Owners  ...  ...  ••  • Nil 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: 

(I)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rend- 
ered fit  ...  ••• 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Sections  13  and  15. 

All  licensed  premises,  kitchens,  canteens  and  food  pre- 
paring places  were  visited  regularly  by  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  myself,  attention  principally  being  directed  to: 

(a)  The  provision  of  adequate  facilities  to  enable  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  handling  of  food  to  observe  a 
high  standard  of  cleanliness  in  regard  to  them- 
selves. 

(b)  The  improvement  of  existing  buildings  so  that  the 
surfaces  and  fittings  thereof  could  be  readily 
cleansed. 

(c)  Provision  of  suitable  food  storage  to  enable  food- 
stuffs to  be  stored  safely. 

In  addition,  advice  was  given  and  suggestions  were  made 
to  proprietors  and  employees  with  the  aim  of  making  them 
fully  acquainted  with  their  responsibilities  under  the  Byelaws 
for  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food,  etc. 

Nevertheless,  if  the  incidence  of  food  and  drink  infection 
is  to  be  kept  to  a minimum  much  still  remains  to  be  done  in 
the  field  of  education  in  food  hygiene  before  the  full  co-op- 
eration of  all  persons  engaged  in  food  preparation  and  hand- 
ling together  with  that  of  the  general  public  is  obtained. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949  to  1954  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949  to  1954,  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised) 
Regulations  1949  to  1954. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Areas) 
Order,  1954,  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  April,  1954,  in 
respect  of  this  Rural  District. 

This  meant  that  all  milk  retained  within  the  area  must 
be  sold  under  a special  designation.  The  special  designations 
authorised  being  “ Pasteurised,”  “ Sterilised,”  “ Tuberculin 
Tested,”  and  until  30th  September,  1954,  “ Accredited.” 
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By  virtue  of  the  above  mentioned  regulations  certain 
other  changes  in  the  law  relating  to  specially  designated  milk 
came  into  force  on  1st  October,  1954. 

Firstly,  Producers’  licences  to  use  the  special  designation 
Accredited,  expired  and  were  not  thereafter  renewable. 
Dairymen  who  until  then  had  retailed  “ Accredited  ” milk 
in  a specified  area  had  to  sell  or  supply  pasteurised  milk, 
sterilised  milk  or  tuberculin  tested  milk. 

Secondly,  every  container  (whether  churn,  can  or  bottle) 
in  which  pasteurised  milk  is  transported,  exposed  or  offered 
for  sale,  is  required  to  be  fitted  with  a cap  or  cover  overlap- 
ping the  lip  of  the  container  or  closed  and  fastened  in  some 
other  suitable  manner  approved  by  the  licensing  authority. 

Lastly,  pasteurisers  are  now  required  to  put  the  milk  into 
containers  in  which  it  is  to  be  delivered  to  the  customers  at 
the  premises  at  which  the  milk  is  pasteurised,  and  as  soon  as 
possible  after  pasteurisation.  Accordingly  the  sale  of  pasteur- 
ised milk  by  can  and  dipper  became  illegal. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

All  cases  of  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  are  visited  and 
investigated  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  after  the  receipt  of  a 
Notification.  Where  necessary,  arrangements  are  made  for  the 
removal  of  the  patient  to  an  Isolation  Hospital,  if  accom- 
modation is  available. 

The  examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological 
specimens  is  carried  out  at  the  Laboratory,  County  Hall,  New- 
port, by  the  Medical  Research  Council  on  behalf  of  the  Min- 
istry of  Health. 

Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  is  supplied  free  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation:  During  the  year  1954  a further 
53  children  were  immunised: 

No.  of  children  under  5 years  ...  47 

No.  of  children  between  5 and  I 5 years  6 

There  were  no  notifications  of  Diphtheria  received  during 
the  year. 
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Analysis  of  Total  Cases  and  Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases,  according  to  Age  Groups  for  1954. 
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DISEASE 

Diphtheria  

Scarlet  Fever  

Enteric  Fever 

Pneumonia  

Puerperal  Fever  

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

Enceph.  Lethargica 

Dysentery  

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Measles  & German  Measles 

Whooping  Cough  

Other  Diseases  

State  Nature — 

Totals 

13 


Tuberculosis  is  not  included  in  this  summary. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Niw  Cases  and  Mortality  durinc  1954. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Non- 

73 

Non- 

Age 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

o 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

groups 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

H 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1  years 

• •• 

• • • 

• . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

1-5  „ 

. . . 

• • • 

... 

• . . 

• • 

• •• 

• • # 

6-15  „ 

... 

1 

1 

... 

16-25  „ 

. . . 

1 

1 

2 

26-35  „ 

• • . 

5 

5 

... 

35-45  „ 

... 

3 

• • • 

3 

1 

45-65  „ 

1 

... 

1 

65  and  up 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

Total 

1 

9 

2 

1. 

13 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis. 

The  incidence  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  compares 
favourably  with  other  areas.  There  is  a slight  increase  in  the 
prevalence  of  the  disease,  1 3 cases  having  been  notified,  as 
compared  with  12  in  1953.  Hospital  facilities  are  still  very 
inadequate  due  to  lack  of  accommodation  and  shortage  of 
nursing  staff. 

Food  Poisoning. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  reported  during 
the  year. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

KENNETH  P.  GILES,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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MAGOR  & ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Magor  and  St.  Mellons  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  carried  out  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1954. 

During  the  year  housing  repairs  and  reconditioning  of 
unfit  houses  held  high  priority  with  the  department.  It  is  not 
always  fully  realised  to  what  extent  Parliament  made  local 
authorities  responsible  for  the  control  of  practically  all  aspects 
of  housing  within  their  districts,  or  what  wide  powers  have 
been  given  to  them  for  this  purpose.  These  powers  are  con- 
tained in  the  Housing  Acts,  1936-1952  and  enlarged  by  the 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

The  government  has  now  decided  that  the  time  is  oppor- 
tune for  the  resumption  of  slum  clearance  and  for  intensifi- 
cation of  the  work  of  repairing  houses. 

The  Housing  Act,  1 936,  provides  a pattern  of  three  main 
groups  into  one  of  which  each  house  should  fit.  The  three 

groups  are: — 

( 1 ) Houses  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
cannot  be  made  fit. 

(2)  Houses  which  are,  though  unfit,  can  be  made  fit 
at  a reasonable  expense. 

(3)  Houses  which  are  fit. 

The  Housing  Act,  1949,  set  up  a fourth  group  of  houses 
which,  though  reasonably  fit,  fell  below  modern  standards  of 
amenities  and  provided  means  by  which  they  could  be  modern- 
ised with  the  assistance  of  a grant  from  Local  Authorities. 

The  new  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  appears  to 
have  set  up  yet  a fifth  group  of  houses  in  areas  where  the 
clearance  programme  is  heavy,  which  though  unfit  and  due 
for  clearance  can  be  rendered  capable  of  providing  accom- 
modation of  a standard  which  is  adequate  for  the  time  being. 
This  procedure  is  known  as  “ Deferred  Demolition.” 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rent  Act  came  into  force 

August  31st,  1954. 


15 


I 


The  first  duty  of  Local  Authorities  when  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act  became  law  was  to  submit  to  the  Min 
ister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  within  a year,  pro- 
posals dealing  with  houses  within  the  district  which  appeared 
to  the  Local  Authority  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  This 
duty  carried  with  it  the  implied  duty  of  making  a housing  sur- 
vey  or  at  least  a reasonable  accurate  assessment  of  the  num- 
ber of  unfit  houses.  1 his  housing  task  is  being  undertaken  by 

c !cf-partment  anc^  the  necessarY  figures  will  be  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 


Provision  is  made  within  the  Act  to  enable  the  rents  of 
certain  dwelling  houses  to  be  revised  by  the  addition  of  what 
is  called  a “ repair  increase."  It  applies  to  dwelling  houses 
which  are  let  under  a controlled  tenancy  or  are  occupied  by  a 
statutory  tenant,  the  landlord  being  in  whole  or  in  part  re- 
sponsible for  this  repair.  Before  such  increase  can  be  made 
the  landlord  must  satisfy  that  the  house  must  be  in  a good 
state  of  repair  and  must  be  reasonably  suitable  for  occupation. 
Should  the  tenant  be  dissatisfied  that  the  premises  are  not  as 
stated,  application  to  the  Local  Authority  can  be  made  for 
a certificate  of  disrepair. 

No  application  for  a certificate  of  disrepair  was  received 
during  September  to  the  end  of  the  year. 


Within  recent  years,  I have  experienced  the  practice  of 
some  property  owners  ignoring  the  requests  of  tenants  to  have 
repairs  carried  out  and  always  await  the  receipt  of  a notice 
from  the  Local  Authority  before  attempting  to  do  essential 
work.  This  is  a mistaken  policy  and  one  which  usually  results 
in  extra  expenditure.  Very  often  the  tenant  asks  for  a small 
item  of  work,  no  action  is  taken  by  the  owner  and  the  tenant 
calls  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  inspect  the  work  required  to 
be  carried  out  with  the  result  that  instead  of  a small  expend- 
iture the  owner  becomes  involved  in  high  expense. 


Referring  to  the  future  Housing  programme  of  the  Coun- 
cil I am  happy  to  note  that  some  provision  is  being  made  and 
steps  being  taken  for  the  housing  of  small  number  of  aged 
people.  During  the  past  50  years  little  has  been  done  by  local 
authorities  to  provide  housing  accommodation  in  rural  areas 
for  old  people  and  it  is  not  unusual  to  find  a vast  majority  of 
these  old  people  housed  in  the  poorer  type  of  property  with 
the  minimum  of  amenities  and  little  chance,  owing  in  the  main 
to  their  financial  status,  of  moving  to  better  property  in  which 
they  can  spend  the  closing  years  of  their  lives  in  peace  and 
contentment. 
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SUMMARY  OF  REPAIRS. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  work  carried  out  as  a 
result  of  68  informal  and  23  abatement  notices  served  upon 
the  owners  concerned 


Number  of: 

Walls  made  damp  proof 

Sash  Cords  provided  to  windows  ... 

Roofs  repaired 

Gutterings  and  Downpipes  repaired  and 
cleansed 

Doors  repaired  and  renewed 
Floors  repaired  or  relaid 
Windows  and  window  frames  repaired  or 
renewed 

Ceilings  repaired 
Skirting-boards  repaired 
Chimneys  repaired 
Drains  repaired  and  cleansed 
Sinks  provided 

W.C.  cisterns,  flush  pipes  and  service  water 
pipes  repaired 

W.C.  pans  and  W.C.  structures  repaired  or 
renewed 

Brickwork  arouhd  firegrates  repaired 
Taps  renewed  or  repaired 
Grates  repaired 


32 

19 

16 

8 

13 

17 

31 

27 

2 

3 

18 
3 

6 

10 

2 

3 

3 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  existing  legislation  in  its  relation  to  control  of  rats 
and  mice  and  the  enabling  powers  and  duties  placed  on  Local 
Authorities  will,  1 think,  be  agreed  to  have  fully  justified  it- 
self in  the  light  of  experience  during  its  lifetime. 

It  is  quite  apparent  that  since  the  advent  of  free  servic- 
ing of  dwellings  by  the  Local  Authority,  people  are  readily 
contacting  the  department  reporting  infestation  with  the  result 
that  the  rodent  operative  is  always  in  demand. 

During  the  year  close  co-operation  existed  between  the 
Local  Authority  and  the  Pest  Department  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Where  upon  inspection  by  the 
Rodent  Operative  a farm  is  found  to  be  infested,  immediate 
notification  is  forwarded  to  the  Pest  control  department  who 
visit  and  arrange  for  disinfestation  with  the  object  in  view  of 
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receiving  from  the  farmer  a contract,  if  not  already  under  con- 
tract, for  periodical  inspection  and  treatment  by  the  Pe9t 
Control  Department  which  would  ultimately  free  the  premises 
of  the  infestation  and  remain  under  future  and  direct  super- 
vision of  the  department. 

During  the  year  235  private  and  other  premises  were 
treated  with  satisfactory  results.  1 4 routine  treatments  were 
carried  out  on  the  Council’s  refuse  tips. 

Two  maintenance  treatments  of  sewers  were  carried  out 
and  the  success  of  the  treatment  was  apparent  because  of  the 
rapid  fall  of  the  degree  of  infestation  as  shown  by  the  statistics 
over  a period  of  time. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

All  cases  of  notified  infectious  diseases  were  visited  and 
investigated,  and  terminal  disinfection  carried  out. 

Visits  made  ...  •••  •••  52 

Houses  disinfected  ...  •••  lb 

Patients  removed  to  hospital  ...  9 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains: 

(i)  Direct  to  the  house  ...  3666 

(ii)  By  means  of  stand-pipes  ...  15 

Approximate  population  supplied  by  public  water  mains. 

(i)  Direct  to  the  houses  •••  12,344 

(ii)  By  means  of  stand-pipes  ...  51 


PIPED  SUPPLIES. 

26  samples  of  treated  supplies  were  submitted  for  bact- 
eriological examination  out  of  which  three  were  unsatisfactory. 
These  samples  were  taken  from  the  Council  s Cardiff  and  New- 
port Corporation  supplies  at  various  points  within  the  area. 

A further  28  samples  of  untreated  supplies  were  also 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  out  of  which  U 
were  unsatisfactory.  The  majority  of  these  samples  were  taken 
from  the  Tredegar  Estate  private  supply  to  Lower  Machen. 
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In  addition  16  samples  of  untreated  piped  supplies  to  in- 
dividual farms,  etc.,  were  taken. 

55  connections  from  the  Council  s and  the  Newport  Corp- 
oration water  mains  were  carried  out  during  the  year;  of  this 
45  connections  were  to  new  houses  occupied  during  the  year. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Shops  Act 
1950,  relating  to  sanitary  and  other  arrangements  in  shops. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  AND  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

The  de-rationing  of  meat  in  July  created  a unique  sit- 
uation for  farmers,  meat  traders,  slaughtering  contractors,  etc., 
as  well  as  for  local  authorities  who  were  placed  under  an  obli- 
gation to  make  such  use  of  their  statutory  powers  as  may  be 
necessary  for  securing  the  provision  of  adequate  facilities  in 
the  new  situation. 

The  high  concentration  of  slaughtering  under  the  Min- 
istry of  Food  was  dependent  upon  complete  control.  With  the 
abandonment  of  this  control  provision  had  to  be  made  for 
private  development  in  the  meat  industry  with  regard  to 
slaughtering  of  animals  for  human  consumption. 

As  a result  of  this  change  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1 954, 
came  into  force. 

This  Act  amends  the  provision  of  Section  5 7,  60  and  61 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  which  deals  with  the  licen- 
sing of  private  slaughter  houses,  the  provision  of  public 
slaughter  houses,  the  closure  of  private  slaughter  houses  and 
the  payment  of  compensation. 

As  a result  of  this  new  legislation  and  the  de-centralis- 
ation of  slaughtering,  one  application  was  received  to  use 
premises  for  slaughtering  animals  which  was  previously  used 
before  the  war  as  such.  The  Local  Authority  resolved  to  grant 
a licence  provided  that  the  necessary  work  and  alteration  to 
the  premises  would  be  carried  out  to  their  satisfaction. 

1 3 applications  were  received  for  a licence  to  slaughter 
pigs  only,  all  of  which  were  granted  by  the  Council. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936 — SECTION  269. 
TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT,  1947 
SECTION  17  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

One  of  the  minor  social  revolutions  which  has  taken  place 
during  the  last  20  years  has  been  the  increasing  popularity  of 
camping.  A large  percentage  of  our  population  enjoy  holidays 
with  pay  and  the  economy  of  a camping  holiday  attracts  even 
those  of  very  limited  means. 

The  rising  cost  of  living  and  consequent  higher  charges 
necessarily  made  by  proprietors  of  boarding  houses  and  hotels 
together  with  the  hectic  search  for  suitable  accommodation  at 
seaside  resorts,  especially  where  there  are  children  in  the 
family,  have  contributed  to  the  popularity  of  the  camping 
holiday.  Present  indications  are  that  this  type  of  vacation  will 
increase  rather  than  otherwise. 

During  the  year  an  application  was  received  and  a licence 
granted  for  a camping  site  adjoining  the  existing  one  at  St. 
Brides.  All  the  necessary  requirements  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  were  provided  and  both  sites  are  conducted  in  a 
good  and  orderly  fashion. 

24  individual  applications  were  received  to  station  cara- 
vans in  different  parts  of  the  area,  all  of  which  were  granted 
until  3 1st  December,  1934,  when  the  applications  would  again 
be  reviewed  for  a further  1 2 months. 

1 would  like  to  add  that  as  always  in  the  past,  the  County 
Planning  Officer’s  Department  gave  a great  deal  of  assistance 
with  all  enquiries  connected  with  public  health  matters  and 
especially  with  caravan  applications. 

ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT,  ETC.) 
REGULATIONS,  1947  & 1952. 

There  are  no  premises  within  the  district  registered  for 
the  manufacture  for  sale  of  ice-cream,  but  there  are  40 
premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 

All  registered  premises  were  inspected  at  frequent  inter- 
vals throughout  the  year  and  samples  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  majority  of  retailers  sell  the  pre-packed 
article  purchased  from  the  large  manufacturers. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

As  in  the  past,  a great  deal  of  time  of  the  department 
during  the  year  was  spent  on  routine  inspection  of  all  premises 
where  food  is  stored,  prepared  or  sold  to  the  public,  frequent 
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and  regular  inspections  to  food  premises  are  essential  as  i 
have  observed  that  a decrease  in  frequent  inspection  is  usually 
reflected  by  a lowering  of  hygienic  standards  in  some  cases. 

The  need  to  raise  health  standards  of  individuals  and 
communities  in  our  society  is  obvious.  It  is  seen  not  only  in  the 
incidences  of  serious,  yet  preventable  ill-health,  but  also  in 
the  indifferent  health  endured  by  many.  The  raising  of  health 
standards  is  the  aim  of  health  education  and  is  the  responsi- 
bility of  parents,  teachers  and  public  health  workers.  Un- 
fortunately the  health  education  of  children  by  their  parents 
is  frequently  casual  and  indifferent,  of  pupils  by  their  teachers 
generally  limited  in  scope,  and  that  of  the  public  health  author- 
ities less  effective  than  might  be,  not  through  any  lack  of 
desire  to  promote  it,  but  because  of  limited  acquaintance  with 
the  practice  in  the  application  of  appropriate  methods. 

There  are  97  premises  within  the  area  which  sell  food 
to  the  public  which  are  regularly  inspected  throughout  the 
year  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  no  serious  contravention 
occurred. 

With  the  end  of  rationing  and  the  development  of  hous- 
ing schemes  many  of  which  are  without  adequate  shopping 
facilities,  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  food 
delivery  vans  put  on  the  road.  In  fact  many  traders  are 
wondering  whether  to  extend  this  type  of  service  rather  than 
sink  capital  in  the  provision  of  shops  in  new  areas.  It  is  also 
thought  that  once  customers  get  service  at  their  own  doors 
they  may  not  be  inclined  to  transfer  their  custom  to  perm- 
anent shops  erected  at  a later  date. 

Competition  is  very  keen  and  increasing  attention  must 
be  given  to  the  type  of  vehicles  being  used  for  delivery  of 
food.  Great  improvement  has  recently  been  made  in  the  type 
of  vehicle  being  built  for  this  purpose.  The  whole  question  of 
food  delivery  vans  is  worthy  of  serious  consideration  and 
there  seems  to  be  a good  case  for  the  registration  of  all 
vehicles  so  far  that  the  local  authority  can  exercise  stricter 
control  of  the  types  of  vehicles  to  be  used  and  the  fittings  and 
facilities  necessary  for  the  hygienic  handling,  storing  and  dis- 
tribution of  food. 

The  following  is  a list  of  tinned  foods  found  upon  inspec- 
tion to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption: — 

54  lbs.  of  Luncheon  Meat. 

8 lbs.  of  Ham. 

26  lbs.  of  Meat  Roll. 

I 6 lbs.  of  Evaporated  Milk. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

Most  of  the  milk  produced  within  the  area  is  sold  whole- 
sale to  the  large  pasteurising  establishment  and  the  majority 
of  distributors  secure  their  designated  milk  already  bottled 
from  these  depots. 

5 1 licences  to  retail  designated  milk  were  issued  and  63 
samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  all  of 
which  were  satisfactory. 

HOUSE  REFUSE. 

A weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  in  the 
following  Parishes:  Llanwern,  Graig,  Duffryn,  Rogerstone  and 
St.  Mellons  and  a fortnightly  collection  is  maintained  in  all 
remaining  parishes  of  the  district. 

Disposal  is  by  means  of  tipping  at  Bettws  and  Magor  and 
occasioned  no  serious  nuisances. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  routine  treatments  in  connec- 
tion with  rodent  control,  both  tips  were  given  two  dressings 
with  a D.D.T.  base  during  the  summer  months  in  order  to  con- 
trol insect  pests. 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Legal  action  against  owners  was  undertaken  in  the 


following  cases: — 
Offence. 

Structural  Defects 
Disobedience  of 
Order  of  Court. 


Address. 

20  John  Street, 
Rogerstone. 


Decision  of  Court. 
Fined  10/-  with  con- 
tinuing penalty  of 
6d.  per  day. 


do. 


3 Sandy  Lane, 
Castleton. 


do. 


1 remain, 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

I.  JAMES, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1954, 
for  the  Rural  District  of  Magor  & St.  Mellons  in  the  County  of 

Monmouth. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


1.— INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS 
AS  TO  HEALTH. 

(including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  ) 


M.c 

Number 

Number  o 

V 

Premises 

1 

line 

No, 

2 

on 

Register 

3 

Inspect- 

ions 

4 

Written 

Notices 

5 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

6 

1. — Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities. 

1 

3 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

2. — Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
to  which  Section  7 applies. 

2 

33 

54 

Nil 

Nil 

3. — Other  Premises  under  the 
Act  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises.) 

3 

5 

14 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

41 

74 

Nil 

Nil 

2. — CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

1 

M/c 

Line 

No. 

2 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found, 

Numbero* 
cases  in 
which  pro- 
secutions 
were 

i instituted 
7 

Found 

3 

Remedied 

4 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

5 

j By  H,M. 
Inspector 

6 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S. 2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 
IneSective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  homework) 

Total 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 

12 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

4 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

3 

1 

4 

3 

Nil 

1 

Nil. 
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